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Both simplified and traditional characters are accepted and should be marked in the same way.

Question Answer Marks
SECTION 1
1 Candidates are required to list 5 items in Chinese. Read all the items the 5

candidate has listed and award marks as follows:

Select the most correct items up to a maximum of 5

Award 1 mark for each correct item up to a maximum of 5

Stop ticking once 5 items have been rewarded

On Question 1 award marks for items wherever the candidate has
written them

If the candidate offers more than one word per line, award a mark
for each acceptable item

Generic mark scheme for Question 1

Mark for communication. Tolerate inaccuracies, provided the message
is clear

Do not award marks to words written in pinyin and English
Miswritten characters:

(a) Look-alike test: award the mark when the character the candidate has
written looks like the correct answer e.g. strokes missing or added, but
character still recognisable. However, when the miswritten character
creates a new character with a different meaning, the mark cannot be
awarded.

(b) If a prefix or suffix is missing, or a modifier word is miswritten, award a
mark if meaning is still communicated, e.g. [fi4%: if a candidate has only
written 4%, it does not mean anything and a mark shouldn’t be awarded.
If a candidate has written® which contains the main meaning of the
word noodle, the mark should be awarded.

(c) If the mis-formed characters create a different meaning, e.g. K > no
mark will be awarded

(d) Candidates must communicate the meaning very clearly. If there are
more than two characters in the answer, and the meaning is clearly
communicated, we can tolerate the wrong characters, e.g.-F 154
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Question Answer Marks
1 Session specific instructions for Question 1: 5

i H 305 AR 22 B R S I T AT 2R G
Make a list in Chinese of five things you want to take to a picnic.

Accept any reasonable items

If candidates list a single item with different descriptive word/adjectives,
a maximum of 2 marks can be awarded

Ignore measure words

If more than 5 words have been written, award the 5 correct ones even
outside of the space provided

If words are directly copied from the question, no mark will be awarded.

The following are examples. Accept anything the candidate might want to
take on a picnic.

W, &%, YR #HT, W

Total for Question 1: 5 marks
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2 Candidates are required to answer the question. Read the whole answer 15

and award marks as follows:

Communication: award a mark out of 10 according to the
instructions in 2.1

Language: award a mark out of 5 according to the instructions in
2.2

2.1: award a mark out of 10 for Communication

Generic mark scheme for Communication (Question 2)

(i) Place the appropriate ‘numbered’ tick as close as possible to each
relevant communication point
(i) Award ticks flexibly across the tasks for each piece of relevant
information conveyed up to a maximum of 10 ticks. HOWEVER,
each of the 5 tasks must be covered to get the 10 communication
marks:
(iii) If 1 of the tasks is missing, the maximum communication mark is 9
(iv) If 2 of the tasks are missing, the maximum communication mark is 8
(and so on)
(v) Add up the ticks to give a mark out of 10 for Communication
(vi) For COMMUNICATION be tolerant of time-frames and minor
character errors, provided the characters written are clear enough
to be understood
o for language, use ‘rules’ in Question 1: miswritten
characters, etc.
o incorrect word order will not usually compromise
communication
(vii) LISTS = a maximum of 3 marks for communication.
LISTSIZ 47 =4}
o FAEM-—. B B AN, BT sMER. (3
marks)
(viii)Up to 5 further marks available for additional details
(ix) FEENRETEIMHHETGE Award 1 mark since it is one sentence without
a comma.
(x) Do not penalise factual errors
(xi) What the candidate writes may not follow the order of the tasks on
the question paper — this is fine

Total marks for Communication: 10
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Question Answer Marks

2 Use of pinyin 15

If a candidate uses pinyin in their answer, you should read the work as if the
pinyin words were not there — they do not count towards the Communication
mark. If the Communication requirements are still fulfilled, discounting the
pinyin, the mark can be awarded.

See 2.2 page 12 for Language marks.

e.g. Question: REMIA 4

Answer 1: JF X7 jiao¥-. (pinyin is used for the word ‘jiao’. This is a key
word in the sentence, and relates directly to the question. Therefore, no
Communication mark can be awarded.)

Answer 2: T XKz fbao. (pinyin is used for the word ‘bao’. Ignoring this
word in the sentence would not affect comprehension - it is not a key word
in the sentence. The Communication mark can be awarded here.)

How to award marks for extra details:

An extra detail is defined as any extra detail which is related in some
way to any one of the five tasks.

Example: 2 —&A TR, B FRAGIEFER, BN =IRGH T &
W, EMPUE E9EER,, (4 Communication marks are awarded for this
response)

However, if the extra piece of information is not directly answering any of the
bullet points, we only award 1 mark even if it is a list, e.g. F2% 9 3C(1
mark), FibEEr. . BEESERE (1 mark).
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2 Session specific instructions for Communication marks (Question 2): 15

PREEHTT AT — M S
Write about a botanic garden where you live. Say:

Tick Answer Guidance

1| b A4 Present timeframe
What does the botanic garden have?
REWARD: any relevant feature

2 W A, Present timeframe

Who goes there often?
REWARD: any suitable answer

3 | EIRH, PR 4 Present
What do you most like doing there? timeframe
REWARD: any activities

4 | Task: ABELIK LAEN B AFE; Opinion

What are the staff like there?
REWARD: any opinions or

description
S | TaskARARF LI, K4 Future time frame,
Would you like to go there again? Why? opinion

REWARD: any relevant answer
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2 2.2: award a mark out of 5 for Accuracy of Lanquage 15

Generic mark scheme for Language (Question 2):
If some characters are written incorrectly without hindering communication,
candidates should not be penalised in the Language mark.

Award a mark out of 5 for Language according to the Grade
descriptors in the table below (see Note on using mark schemes
with Grade descriptors (last page of mark scheme)):

Grade descriptors for Language (Question 2)

5 | Highly accurate in the use of simpler structures, with
occasional minor slips.

4 | Accurate in the use of simpler structures, except for
occasional more serious errors/more frequent slips.

3 | Generally accurate, but with increased incidence of more
serious errors.

2 | Substantially inaccurate, despite several examples of
accurate usage.

1 | Substantially inaccurate, with only isolated examples of
accurate usage.

0 | No examples of accurate usage

[Total marks for Language: 5]

[Total for Question 2: 15 marks]

Very short answers
If a response is under 40 characters long, a maximum of 4 marks for
Language can be awarded.

Pinyin

The volume of pinyin in the answer should be considered when
awarding the Language mark. If pinyin is used extensively, it is no
longer genuinely a piece of Chinese writing.

Occasional use of pinyin will not affect marking for Language, but for
essays written predominantly in pinyin (i.e. more pinyin than
characters) this must be taken into account in the Language mark.
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3 Candidates answer 1 question from a choice of 3. Read the whole answer 25

and award marks, as follows:

Communication: award a mark out of 5 according to the
instructions in 3.1
Language:
award a mark out of 5 for Accuracy of Characters according to
the instructions in 3.2
award a mark out of 10 for Accuracy of Grammar and
Structures according to the instructions in 3.3
award an Impression mark out of 5 according to the
instructions in 3.4

3.1 — award a mark out of 5 for Communication

Generic mark scheme for Communication (Question 3):

(i) There are 5 relevant communication points per question, each
worth a maximum of 1 mark.

(i) For each relevant communication point, use the appropriate
numbered tick and place 1 of these ticks as close as possible to
each relevant communication point

(iii) Add up the ticks to give a mark out of 5 for Communication

[Total marks for Communication: 5]
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3 Session specific instructions for Communication marks (Question 3): 25

Question 3(a):

WREELNRAT T, R IRIEAN R . WA Ys —85 . F R U0

You recently went on a trip. You were not satisfied with the hotel. Please
write a letter to your grandma and in it say:

Tick Accept Mark
1| IRATE R 1 1]

With whom you went on the trip;

REWARD: anyone
2 | ARIHERRTEE T ZACKTH] ; [1]

How long you stayed at the hotel;

REWARD: any duration
3| IRWAGREELHE ; [1]
What you thought of the breakfast;
REWARD: any opinion

4 R HRTE RN E [1]
Why you were not happy with the hotel;

REWARD: any relevant answer
5 [1]
N YEAT PRAE Fe

Next time you travel, where you want to go.

REWARD: any time in future timeframe or a future
time phrase
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3 Question 3(b): 25
CEREIRDY AT —F REA I RING BB IHAIRAEE — e S

L

The Weekly School News wants to know what everyone thinks of the new
extra-curricular activities. Please write an article for the newspaper,

discussing
Tick Accept Mark
1 | REVHTS I AT A BRAME S [1]

What activity you participated in before;
Allow any activity, past timeframe

2 | R LB IRINE B 1]
What the new activities in the school are;
Allow any activities, present timeframe

3 | REED A AR IT UG ; 1]
When these activities started;

Allow any relevant answer, past timeframe

4 | XY E A A b AL 1]
What benefit do these activities have for students
Allow any opinion

S | IRWAFIX LI B AR, 1]
What your opinion of the new activities is.
Allow any opinion

Question 3(c): RE|—NMHAKZIRA, AR RIIEHEBA N :
You went to a friend’s house for a party but discover no one is there.

Tick Accept Mark
1| R A RS 1]
When you arrived
Allow any relevant answer
2 | RXRAYRRT 1]
What the party was for
Allow any relevant answer
3| b/ AT AATER ]
Why he/she is not at home
Allow any reason or justification

4 | ARITEE AR R / Wt 1]
How you are going to find him/her;
Allow any relevant answer

S | kKA TH A ]
What happened next.

Allow any sequence of events/explanation expressed in
past timeframe
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3 3.2 — award a mark out of 5 for Accuracy of Characters 25
Generic mark scheme for Accuracy of Characters (Question 3):

Award a mark out of 5 for Accuracy of Characters according to the

Grade descriptors in the table below:

Grade descriptors for Accuracy of Characters (Question 3)

5 | Highly accurate, with a wide range of characters including
some more difficult or unusual ones correctly written, with
occasional minor slips.

4 | A good range of characters attempted with easy and
moderately easy characters correctly written.

3 | Limited range, but with most easy characters correctly
written (or a wide range with a lot of errors).

2 | A number of examples of easy characters correctly written.

1 | Substantially inaccurate, with only isolated examples of
correctly written characters.

0 | No examples of correctly written characters.

[Total marks for Accuracy of Characters: 5]
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3 3.3 — award a mark out of 10 for Accuracy of Grammar and Structures 25

Generic mark scheme for Accuracy of Grammar and Structures
(Question 3):

Award a mark out of 10 for Accuracy of Grammar and Structures
according to the Grade descriptors in the table below:

Grade descriptors for Accuracy of Grammar and Structures
(Question 3)

10/9 | Highly accurate including use of more complex
structures, but with occasional minor slips.

8/7 | Alittle more ambitious than the 5/6 band. Accurate in
the use of simple structures, except for occasional more
serious errors/more frequent slips.

6/5 | Limited in range, but displays some control of simple
structures.

4/3 Inconsistent, but a number of examples of accurate
usage.

2/1 Substantially inaccurate, with only isolated examples of
accurate usage.

0 No examples of accurate usage.

[Total marks for Accuracy of Grammar and Structures: 10]

How to deal with short essays

If the candidate has written less than half the suggested number of
characters (75 or less), a maximum of 3 marks can be awarded for
Accuracy of Characters and 5 marks for Grammar/Structures.

An essay of 75-100 characters can be awarded a maximum of 4 marks for
Accuracy of characters and 7 for Grammar/Structures.

For a letter, the addressee and ending greeting are not included in the word
count.

Pinyin

The volume of pinyin in the answer should be considered when
awarding the Language mark. If pinyin is used extensively, it is no
longer genuinely a piece of Chinese writing.

Occasional use of pinyin will not affect marking for Language, but for
essays written predominantly in pinyin (i.e. more pinyin than
characters) this must be taken into account in the Language mark.
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3 3.4 — award a mark out of 5 for Impression 25
Award a mark out of 5 for Impression according to the
conversion table below.
Conversion Table for Impression (Question 3)
Mark out of 15 Pro rata (General
(for Accuracy of Language) Impression)
Max 5
15 5
14 5
13 4
12 4
11 4
10 3
9 3
8 2
7 2
6 2
5 1
4 1
3 1
2 0
1 0
0 0
[Total mark for Impression: 5]

[Total for Question 3: 25 marks]
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Note on using mark schemes with Grade descriptors

It is important that you award marks positively. In order to ensure that you reward achievement rather
than penalise failure or omissions, you should start at the bottom of the mark scheme and work
upwards through the descriptors when awarding marks.

You should adopt a ‘best fit' approach. You must select the set of descriptors provided in the mark
scheme that most closely describes the quality of the work being marked. As you work upwards
through the mark scheme, you will eventually arrive at a set of descriptors that fits the candidate’s
performance. When you reach this point, you should always then check the descriptors in the band
above to confirm whether or not there is just enough evidence to award a mark in the higher band.

For example when marking Question 3, you may, find that a candidate uses a variety of relevant
vocabulary but has varied success with more complex structures. In such cases, you will need to
award a mark that takes into account both the strengths and weaknesses of the piece of work.

To select the most appropriate mark within each set of descriptors, you should use the following
guidance:

If most of the descriptors fit the piece (and after you have considered the band above), then you
will award the top mark in the band.

If there is just enough evidence (and you had perhaps been considering the band below), then
you would award the lowest mark in the band.

Note on irrelevant material

In the case of a deliberately evasive answer which consists entirely of irrelevant material exploited in
defiance of the rubric, a score of 0 is given. These are extremely rare.

A genuine attempt to answer the question which fails due to a misunderstanding of the rubric will

normally lose Communication marks but will score for Language. You should consult your Team
Leader.
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